Criteria for Award of Postgraduate Degrees at Changchun
Institute of Applied Chemistry (CIAC)

According to the requirements of USTC, only one criteria for award of degrees should
be adopted by a uniform standard discipline which will be held by the degree
subcommittee. The degree application of postgraduates of USTC should meet the

following requirements:

I. The transitional criteria should be applicable to USTC graduates between 2019
and the winter of 2021.

1. Doctoral candidate

The doctoral candidates should have published (including the accepted one) at least
two academic papers that related to the dissertation in a domestic or foreign journal as
the first author (the Supervisor is not counted). At least one paper is published by

English version in a foreign or domestic journal;

The domestic or foreign journals refer to the CAS Zones 1-4 journals. Meeting one of
the following requirements is equivalent to one research-oriented academic paper

published in a domestic or foreign journal:

(1) having won a state-level sci-tech achievement award (among the first five

winners);

(2) having won a provincial or ministerial-level sci-tech achievement award (among

the first three winners);

(3) having published an academic monograph (among the first three authors and with

a total of more than 25,000 words independently contributed).
2. Master’s candidate

The master candidates should have published or being accepted at least one academic
paper related to the thesis in a domestic or foreign journal or a core journal recognized
by the USTC degree subcommittee on Chemistry and Materials as the first author (the

Supervisor is not counted); or having obtained an invention patent related to the thesis



as the first inventor (the Supervisor is not counted) with the patent application

officially disclosed or the patent certificate issued.

The domestic or foreign journals refer to the CAS Zones 1-4 or EI journals. Annex 1
shows the core journals recognized by the USTC degree subcommittee on Chemistry

and Materials.
I1. The following criteria should be applicable to all USTC graduates from 2022.
1. Doctoral candidate

The doctoral candidates should have published (including the accepted one) at least
two academic papers related to the dissertation published or accepted in a domestic or
foreign journal as the first author (the Supervisor is not counted), including one paper
in a domestic or foreign high-level journal recognized by the USTC degree

subcommittee on Chemistry and Materials (see Annex 2).

Having published an academic paper related to the dissertation as the first author in

Nature or Science is equivalent to satisfying the clause above.

The domestic or foreign journals refer to the CAS Zones 1-4 journals, and the
high-level domestic or foreign journals refer to the CAS Zones 1-2 journals. Meeting
one of the following requirements is equivalent to one research-oriented academic

paper published in a domestic or foreign journal:

(1) having won a state-level sci-tech achievement award (among the first five

winners);

(2) having won a provincial or ministerial-level sci-tech achievement award (among

the first three winners);

(3) having published an academic monograph (among the first three authors and with

a total of more than 25,000 words independently contributed).
2. Master’s candidate

The master candidates should have published or being accepted at least one academic
paper related to the thesis in a domestic or foreign journal or a core journal recognized
by the USTC degree subcommittee on Chemistry and Materials as the first author (the

Supervisor is not counted); or having obtained an invention patent related to the thesis



as the first inventor (the Supervisor is not counted) with the patent application

officially disclosed or the patent certificate issued.

The domestic or foreign journals refer to the CAS Zones 1-4 or EI journals. Annex 1
shows the core journals recognized by the USTC degree subcommittee on Chemistry

and Materials.
All the achievements above must meet the following requirements:

1. The impact factor of a journal should base on the published IF at the year of
graduation. The academic achievements (including papers, patents, awards, etc.) for
degree application must have CIAC as the first signing institution, and the published

papers must have USTC as the second institution.

2. The published paper must have the Supervisor as a signing author, and the

Supervisor's signing institution must be USTC.
3. Academic papers with co-first authors should be used as follows:

(1) In principle, a postgraduate may use no more than one academic paper as the

co-first author for degree application;

(2) An academic paper published in Science or Nature is allowed to be used by
multiple co-first authors, and equivalent to one academic paper published in a
domestic or foreign journal (as defined in the abovementioned requirements for
academic achievements). A degree applicant, as the co-first author of an academic
paper, must present a letter of guarantee from the Supervisor and other authors stating
that the thesis of dissertation is free of duplication. The Supervisor and other authors
should be responsible for the consequences of any problem arisen during duplication

check and selective assessment.

(3) Except for the aforesaid journals, an academic paper with co-first authors may

only be used by one degree applicant as follows:

An academic paper with co-first authors published in Nature Series, PNAS, PRL,
JACS, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. and Advanced Material can only be used by the first or
second co-first author for degree application; and in other journals, only by the first

co-first author.



Annex 1

Catalog of Domestic Core Journals Recognized by the USTC SCMS Degree

Subcommittee
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Annex 2

Partial Catalog of High-level International Journals Recognized by the USTC
SCMS Degree Subcommittee
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This English version of Criteria for Award of Postgraduate Degrees of University of Science
and Technology of China (USTC) is for reference only, subject to the 2020 Chinese version.
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