Application Requirements for an Academic Degree in Earth and

Environmental Sciences

L. To apply for a Ph.D., students are required to pass a pre-qualification assessment and

to meet one of the following requirements:

1. An acceptable dissertation based on original research in Earth and Environmental
Sciences. The dissertation must be reviewed and approved by a committee! with at least

five international researchers.

2. At least one related research paper, with the School of Earth and Space Sciences
/department as the first affiliation, published or accepted by a first-class journal, or at
least two papers by second-class journals’. The candidate must be the first author in at
least one paper published or accepted by an English-language journal. In the case of
two papers from second-class journals, the candidate should be either the first author of

the other paper, or the second author if the Supervisor of the candidate is the first author.

3. At least one patent, which is related to the dissertation, granted with USTC as the
first patentee and the candidate as the first inventor (or the second inventor if the
Supervisor is the first inventor), and one research paper, which is related to the
dissertation and with the school/department as the first affiliation, published or accepted

by a second-class English language journal.

4. Major achievements or special contributions related to the dissertation during his or
her doctoral research. In this case, the Supervisor of the candidate may submit a written
application to the degree subcommittee, and at least three well-known domestic or
foreign experts in the relevant field shall issue a letter of recommendation to prove the
contributions of such achievements. The degree subcommittee will decide whether the

candidate is eligible to apply for a doctoral degree.

1 The Supervisor and the doctoral program unit shall jointly form a pre-qualification assessment
committee consisting of at least three professors (or associate professors for master’s degree
application) from the discipline and file on record with the degree subcommittee.

2 By default, SCI journals in JCR Zone Q2 or above over the last five years are categorized as first-
class; those in JCR Zone Q3, the second-class. Please refer to the attached catalog of journals for other

specified first- and second-class journals.



II. An M.Sc. candidate is eligible to apply for a master’s degree after having passed the
internal assessment by the pre-qualification assessment committee. To apply for a
master’s degree, an M.Sc. candidate who has been involved in less than three academic
years of study must have at least one first-author research paper, with the
school/department as the first affiliation, published or accepted by a second-class

journal (or the second author if the Supervisor of the candidate is the first author).
III. The same dissertation requirements apply to foreign students.

IV. An academic research paper that is related to the dissertation or thesis has been
published or accepted by an equivalent-level journal (recognized by any other degree
subcommittee of USTC) may be used for degree application after discussion and

approval by the degree subcommittee.

V. The application requirements above are effective on June 1, 2021.



Catalog of First-class Journals
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Seria Title of Journal Serial Number Sponsor
Number
Advances in NPT e
! Atmospheric Sciences 0256-1530 PERFRAX SRR
2 Antarctic Science 0954-1020 British Antarctic Survey
3 Applied Optics 1559-128X Optical Society of America
4 Climate research 0936-577X Inter-Research Science Publisher
5 Eqropean Journal of 0935-1221 Mineralogy Association of
Mineralogy Europe
6 Physics of Plasmas 1070-664X American Institute of Physics
Quaternary International Union for
! International 1040-6182 Quaternary Research
8 Review of Scientific 0034-6748 American Institute of Physics
Instruments
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1 Acta Geochimica 2096-0956 Springer
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5 Advances in Polar 1674-9908 RERMH R L. BREERRMD
Science ERNNE
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Physics
10 Geochemical Journal 0016-7002 Geochemical Society of Japan
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11 1674-9847 Elsevier
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