Criteria for Award of Postgraduate Degrees in Nuclear Science

and Technology (NST)

Article 1 The Requirements for the Study and Training Process of Postgraduates in
Nuclear Science and Technology (NST) is formulated upon discussion and decision
by the NST Degree Subcommittee pursuant to the Implementing Regulations of
USTC for Award of Master's and Doctoral Degrees and relevant instructions of USTC

on the training of postgraduates.

Article 2 Requirements for the Study and Training Process of Postgraduates in

Nuclear Science and Technology

2.1 Course requirements: The applicant for a master's or a doctoral degree must fulfill

the course requirements specified in their program.

2.2 Evaluation of dissertation prospectus: The dissertation prospectus and the
evaluation meeting are an integral part of the doctoral program. The doctoral
dissertation prospectus should be scheduled by the Supervisor according to the
research progress of the candidate and organized by the department generally in the
third or the fourth semester of the doctoral studies. And the prospectus should be
vetted by a committee of no less than five experts in the discipline or relevant
disciplines (at least three of whom normally shall be doctoral supervisors with a
senior professional title or above), and must be approved by no less than two-thirds of

the committee members.

The prospectus of master's thesis should be scheduled by the Supervisor according to
the research progress of the candidate and organized by the department generally in
the third or the fourth semester of the master's studies. And the prospectus should be
vetted by a committee of no less than three experts in the discipline or relevant
disciplines (who shall have an associate senior professional title or above), and must

be approved by no less than two-thirds of the committee members.

2.3 Mid-term examination: The mid-term examination and evaluation process of a

doctoral dissertation is an integral part of the doctoral program. A mid-term



examination should be organized by the department shortly after the dissertation
prospectus, or in the following semester afterwards. Members composed the mid-term
examination committee should equally satisfy the requirements for a prospectus
committee. The doctoral candidate who fails the mid-term examination may apply for

another one in the next semester.

2.4 Academic lectures: Throughout the duration of the doctoral program, a doctoral
candidate should attend at least 10 academic symposiums and submit his/her
summary to the Supervisor and the Registrar’s Office within three days after the
symposiums; in addition, the candidate should give at least one public academic

presentation and promptly submit his/her supporting materials as well.

During the master's program, a candidate should attend at least 3 academic
symposiums and submit his/her summary to the Supervisor and the Registrar’s Office

within three days after the symposiums.

2.5 International academic exchange: Prior to applying for a doctoral degree, the
candidate should have international academic exchange experience, such as attending
international academic conferences, visiting overseas research institutions, working in
collaborative research projects, or participating in joint training programs, etc. Upon
completing an international academic conference or short-term overseas study visit,
the doctoral candidate should immediately submit a summary of report to the

Supervisor and to the Registrar’s Office for filing.

Article 3 Requirements for Academic Achievements of Postgraduates in Nuclear

Science and Technology

3.1 Prior to applying for a doctoral degree, a candidate shall have, as the first author
(without counting the Supervisor), at least two high-level academic papers related to
the dissertation published or accepted for publication by foreign or domestic journals
with USTC as the first signed institution, at least one of which published in an

international English journal.

3.2 Prior to applying for a master's degree, a candidate shall have, as the first author
(without counting the Supervisor), at least one research papers related to the thesis

published or accepted for publication by foreign or domestic journals with USTC as



the first signed institution.

3.3 To apply for a degree, a paper with the applicant as the second co-first author
published in an English journal with high influence (to be recognized by the degree
subcommittee of the department), is equal to a paper published in an international

English journal, but such a substitute paper can only be used for once.

3.4 The international conference paper used for doctoral degree application must be
retrievable, and the international conference paper used for master’s degree

application must be collected in a proceeding with an ISBN number.

3.5 Any one of the following academic achievements is equal to a paper published in

a domestic journal:

1.The candidate has won a national award for scientific research achievement (ranked
among the top five achievers) or a provincial or ministerial-level award for scientific

research achievement (ranked among the top three achievers);

2.The candidate has an academic monograph published (among the top three authors

and independently contributed a total of more than 25,000 words);

3.The candidate has involved in a high-tech research and published an international

conference paper (retrievable) as the first author;

4.The candidate has an invention patent granted as the first achiever (without counting

the Supervisor).

3.6 If the candidate fails to meet the requirement for paper publication mentioned
above but has independently made academic achievements with great creativity in
scientific research, upon proposal by the Supervisor and recommendation by three
experts in the field, he/she may be deemed to satisfy the requirement for scientific
research achievements after it is approved by at least two-thirds of degree

subcommittee members.

3.7 A candidate shall not change the authors’ order and the signing institution of any
accepted paper used for degree application before it is officially published; otherwise

serious action will be taken or the degree revoked.



Article 4 Spot-check of thesis and dissertation: the sub-committee shall carry out a
spot check on theses and dissertations that have been successfully defended within the

last one year and send them to experts for review.

Article 5 In view of the fact that the research fields of this discipline intersect with
physics, chemistry, biology, materials science, information science and other
disciplines, any academic paper related to the thesis or dissertation published or
accepted for publication by the journals recognized by the related degree
subcommittee and approved by the USTC Degree Committee can be submitted to the

NST degree subcommittee for discussion and recognition.

Article 6 The criteria shall be implemented from the January 2021.
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